
 
Here are suggestions if you’re looking for a place to start: 

 
readings related to your MYP Personal Project 
 
popular nonfiction (history, biography/memoir, science)  

• I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban 
by Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb 

• A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 

• No Choir Boy: Murder, Violence and Teenagers on Death Row by Susan Kuklin 

• Shadow Divers by Kurson, Robert 

• Trinity: A Graphic History of the Atomic Bomb by Jonathan Fetter-Vorm 

• Harnessed The Boy Who the Wind by William Kamkwamba 

• Spare Parts: Four Undocumented Teenagers, One Ugly Robot, and the Battle 
for the American Dream by Joshua Davis 

• Packing for Mars: The Curious Science of Life in the Void by Mary Roach 

 
newspaper/magazine articles 

• Newsela: www.newsela.com  

• The Atlantic: www.theatlantic.com 

• Smithsonian Magazine: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/ 

• Huffington Post: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/  

• Time Magazine: http://time.com/  

• BBC News: http://www.bbc.com/news  

• National Geographic: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/  

 
best selling YA (young adult) novels 

• The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

• A Court of Thorn and Roses by Sarah J. Maas 

• Impulse by Ellen Hopkins 

• A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness 

• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbotsky 

• Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell 

 
Challenge: Find reading that you enjoy. Read at least 150 pages 

 

 
 

TO UP YOUR READING GAME FOR ENGLISH 10 IN 2017: 
 

JUST READ 
 

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.theatlantic.com/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://time.com/
http://www.bbc.com/news
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/


Record your experience reading in a double-entry journal. Create at least 5 entries with a 
quotation from what you’ve read. You may mix and match a text with a journal entry.  For each, 
respond to one of these ideas: 

● Unusual or powerful word choice 
● Unfamiliar words (look them up!) 
● Great writing, strong imagery, or unique figurative language 
● Connections to your own experience 
● Points with which you agree or disagree (explain!) 
● Evidence of the author’s purpose or attitude 
● Your questions about the text 

 

Journals may be typed or hand-written and will be due September 5/6.  

Sample chart: 

Source 
(title & 
author) 

Write the quote Location in 
text (page # 
or URL of 
webpage) 

Response 

Paper 
Towns 
by 
John 
Green 

“All those paper people living 
in their paper houses, burning 
the future to stay warm.” 

Page 57 In the beginning of the novel, the main 
character Margo questions her future. 
At first, I wasn’t sure what paper towns 
meant, but I figured it was important 
because it was the title of the book. 
Margo explains that she wants to 
escape from her little town that is 
feeble like thin paper. I wonder where I 
will end up traveling and what I will 
discover from the new people and 
places I will go. 

“How 
to 
Learn 
New 
Things 
as an 
Adult” 
by 
Olga 
Khaza
n 

“The other reason that 
learning should be difficult is 
that, when we’re a little bit 
out of our comfort zone, we 
are a little bit more 
challenged, and that helps us 
develop skills. We see this a lot 
in games. Part of the 
attraction of even a shoot-
em-up game is that it's always 
getting a little bit more 
difficult, and that way it’s 
building on our skill.” 

 
https://www
.theatlantic.
com/scienc
e/archive/2
017/03/how-
to-learn-
new-things-
as-an-
adult/51968
7/  

I always feel like this guy in class. I don’t 
always know what they’re talking 
about, but I feel like I should. I wouldn’t 
have thought that “learning should be 
difficult” in school, but it makes sense 
for video games. When I play a new 
game, it’s frustrating, but I like that. It 
keeps me trying. This summer, I tried 
Temple Run. I was bad at it (I always fall 
off a cliff or get squashed), but I 
wanted to beat my score, so I kept 
going. 

 

Would it help me if I tried this in class 
when I don’t understand? 

 

 

RECORD YOUR EXPERIENCE 
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